
 

 

CITY OF DEMOREST 
City Council Work Session 

July 30, 2019 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The July 30, 2019 Demorest City Council Work Session was held in the Demorest Municipal Building 

located at 125 Ivy Street.  Mayor Austin opened with the invocation and pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  

 

AGENDA ITEM IV:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked to amend the agenda with the following: 

• Add Item VIII(D):  Soil and Erosion Control Ordinance 

Councilman Harkness made a motion to approve the agenda as amended and the motion was seconded 

by Councilwoman Wikle. 

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended (3-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM V:  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin asked for public comments.  There were none. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

FIRE CHIEF – Chief Ranalli asked that the Fire Department be allowed to keep a “comfort” dog.  All 

agreed it would be permissible and there is no cost to the City for the pet. 

POLICE CHIEF – Chief Krockum said that he continues to deal with fans going out on the police cruisers, 

but a Dodge rep has promised reimbursement ($3549).  He asked that a shower be installed in the Police 

Department by removing an existing urinal.  All agreed. 

WASTEWATER MANAGER – James Frady told the group that the Legacy Woods pumps have been 

installed and one in Sweetgrass will be pulled for maintenance.   

CITY ACCOUNTANT – Joely Mixon reviewed the July, 2019 financials (see attachment). 

CITY ATTORNEY – Joey Homans spoke about an issue that will forthcoming concerning the water tower 

at the hospital. 

CITY CLERK – Kim Simonds updated everyone on the meter (register) exchange that is currently in 

progress. 
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AGENDA ITEM VII:  OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business 

 

AGENDA ITEM VIII(A):  NEW BUSINESS – BRUSH PICK UP 

Ms. Simonds said that brush pick up has become an ordeal, with some customers having multiple pick- 

ups per month and loads being mixed with non-wood items.  After some discussion it was decided that 

city employees would no longer drive around looking for brush pick-ups, but rather customers should 

call in and a work order will be issued.  Also, information from the last time brush pick-up was discussed 

will be pulled from the minutes and included at the next meeting for review. 

 

Mayor Austin added that he would like to obtain bids from trash can services for trash cans with the 

Demorest logo.  The trash truck would need to be fitted with an arm for dumping.  Estimates will be 

obtained first to see if it will be feasible. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VIII(B):  NEW BUSINESS – 365 SEWER PROJECT 

Mayor Austin told the group that the 365 sewer project was the cornerstone of the SPLOST account.  

This will entail getting the sewer line across 365.  The funds are currently available in the SPLOST 

account with the estimate on the project being approximately $250,000.  He will call for a vote at the 

next meeting. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VIII(C):  NEW BUSINESS – DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED SUBDIVISION ON DOUBLE 

SPRINGS ROAD 

A new subdivision is being proposed where the rock quarry road intersects 105.  It is expected to hold 

forty-two homes and could possibly be a sewer nightmare for the city.  A lift station or grinder pump 

may be needed.  The County will be holding a hearing on the night of the next Demorest City Council 

meeting.  All agreed that at least one representative from Demorest should be in attendance. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VIII(D):  NEW BUSINESS – SOIL AND EROSION CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Councilman Harkness distributed photographs of an erosion problem that is currently ongoing in his 

neighborhood due to construction of a new home (see attachment).  The City Building Inspector, Phil 

Gruber, was consulted and the builder was found to be in compliance.  Mr. Harkness stated that he 

disagreed and the photographs proved it.  He asked that the city’s erosion ordinances be reviewed.  

Mayor Austin asked that a meeting be scheduled with Mr. Gruber and Mr. Harkness agreed that he 

would attend.   

 

AGENDA ITEM IX:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Austin asked for a motion to adjourn and reconvene into Executive Session.  Such a motion was 

made by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by Councilwoman Wikle and unanimously approved.  

This portion of Regular Session was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 

 

 

 

At 7:45 p.m. the meeting was called back into Regular Session to hear the Departmental Report from 

Bryan Popham, Director of Public Works.  He was late to the meeting due to a water line break.  Mr. 

Popham detailed water line breaks recently repaired by the department.  Two new pressure reducers 

will be purchased at a cost of $460.00 each.  He also described the ongoing work on the Fire 



 

 

Department/Municipal Building.  With all the line breaks, mowing, and new meter sets, the Water 

Department is spread thin and may need to hire extra employees for the remainder of the summer. 

 

Following Mr. Popham’s report, Mayor Austin called for a motion to, once again, recess into Executive 

Session.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Popham and was seconded by Councilman Harkness.  

The meeting entered Executive Session for the second time at 8:24 p.m.   

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned into Regular session at 9:21 p.m.  At that time a vote was taken on the motion 

made by Councilwoman Wikle and seconded by Councilman Popham made in Executive Session to name 

Kim Simonds Interim City Manager for a period of 90 days at a salary of $68,000.00. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to name Kim Simonds as Interim City Manager for 90 days at a salary of 

$68,000.00 was unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM X:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

With no other business, Councilman Harkness made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded 

by Councilman Popham.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m.   
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